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T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  S O U T H E R N  M I S S I S S I P P I
Libraries
The COVID-19 pandemic had a dramatic 
impact on University Libraries this past 
year, not unlike many other organizations. 
However, the experience has been as 
much an opportunity as a challenge. It 
strengthened our skills around how we 
reach our students, faculty and each other 
to accomplish our work productively and 
efficiently. It also reinforced our commitment to 
serving online students more strategically so they 
can be successful in their research and classwork. In 
short, we have found new ways to meet the needs of our users that will 
likely extend beyond the end of the pandemic.
An example of how we have become more focused on student needs 
is the rollout of digital course reserves, where users can request 
digital scans of our print holdings without having to be on campus. 
The files are made accessible electronically for a limited time so 
students can accomplish their work uninterrupted by physical barriers 
and within the limitations of copyright law. A laptop loan program was 
also implemented for those who need access to technology for the 
semester. These initiatives, along with existing programs, focus on 
providing students with the tools and services they need to advance 
through their programs of study without delay.
Another way University Libraries is advancing its level of support for 
students is the investment that has been made in technologies that will 
improve access and efficiency. Interlibrary loan’s software has been 
upgraded, and each study room has been equipped with computers and 
digital displays to allow students to work in groups seamlessly. These 
improvements further our initiative to help students be more productive.
The challenges around COVID-19 have been monumental, and the 
Libraries put students first to make sure resources are available to 
complete their goals and objectives. Library personnel have worked 
hard to make sure both electronic and physical holdings are easily 
accessible while maintaining safety protocols. We appreciate our users’ 
patience and understanding while we continue to find ways to improve 
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Joseph Anderson Cook Library
The Joseph Anderson Cook Library contains the principle holdings of books, journals, 
microforms, music, media and other materials, which support the research and instructional 
programs of the University. Cook Library has five floors of book stacks, study areas and 
computers, and access is provided to over five million books and microforms and over 
150,000 journals. Library services, such as circulation, research and interlibrary loan, can be 
found on the first floor with the collections being housed on all five floors. 
Special Collections
Special Collections offer a variety of historical resources ranging from 15th-century 
illuminated manuscripts to Civil War letters, civil rights documents and current Mississippiana. 
The University of Southern Mississippi’s Special Collections are located in the William David 
McCain Library, built in 1976. Four units comprise Special Collections: University Archives, 
Rare Books and Mississippiana, Historical Manuscripts and the de Grummond Children’s 
Literature Collection. Research services are directed from the Cleanth Brooks Reading Room 
and are available to the public and University community. Materials are discoverable through 
the online catalog and additional descriptive finding aids. 
Gulf Coast Library
The Gulf Coast Library, located on the Gulf Park campus in Long Beach, has print and non-
print materials that support the research and curriculum needs of the students, faculty and 
staff. All of the University Libraries’ electronic holdings are accessible to the students on the 
Gulf Coast, and materials are available for campus-to-campus loan. The Gulf Coast Library 
includes 37,000 volumes of curriculum resource materials and provides study space and 
access to computers throughout all three floors of the facility. 
Gunter Library
The Gunter Library, located in the Richard L. Caylor Building at the Gulf Coast Research 
Laboratory (GCRL) in Ocean Springs, provides technical information for the research staff, 
resident faculty and students. A collection of 1,663 print journals and over 30,000 books, 
reprints, reports and gray literature, environmental impact statements, fishery management 
plans, and other materials supporting the research and teaching done by the Division of 
Coastal Sciences and GCRL scientific staff are available to support research, education and 
services in the coastal sciences.






Cook Library Receives 
Extensive Renovation to 
First and Second Floors
Renovations to the interior of McCain Library and Archives, home 
of University Libraries’ Special Collections, were completed 
during the fall of 2020, ensuring the integrity and safety of the 
Libraries’ collections for future research. 
Included in this project is a cool storage room with a separate air handler and 
additional insulation. This area will be used to safely house the archive’s negatives. 
Much-needed compact shelving has been installed to accommodate growth of 
Special Collections’ holdings. Special Collections also received an upgraded 
preservation space with the addition of running water and increased workspace. In 
the future, a dehumidifying chamber and freezer, to inactivate potential mold growth 
in incoming material, will be added to advance preservation work in the collections. 
Repairs to the exterior of McCain Library and Archives were also completed. In 
addition to the replacement of water vapor barriers and improved French and patio 
drains that will aid in temperature control, the building received a fresh coat of paint, 
new railings, lighting and brick pavers. Lorraine Stuart, head of Special Collections, 
remarked, “The changes will support enhanced preservation practices and allow 
collections to be returned from offsite storage, as well as provide some growth 
space. The change in appearance to the building is remarkable. Visually, it is now 
much more representative of the importance of the collections it houses. Under 
President Bennett, you can see a vision for an attractive and stately campus coming 
to fruition. I am so pleased that the McCain [Library] is furthering that mission.” 
Discussions about the renovations and repairs to the McCain Library and Archives 
began in 2017, with work officially beginning in June 2018. Due to COVID-19, the 
project experienced delays, but work resumed in the spring of 2020, coming to a 
conclusion in September. “A side benefit,” Stuart added, “has been the opportunity 
to work with the University’s Physical Plant. From the hiring of the forensics team 
to shepherding the project through the COVID-19 shut down, they have exhibited 
a reassuring level of expertise. I always felt confident in their ability to do an 
outstanding job, and they have.”
Renovations to Cook Library, which began in June 
2019, came to a close in the spring of 2021. 
The renovation project included updates to the first and second floors, improvements to Libraries’ 
spaces, and brought student-centered services into a highly visited, central location on campus.  
The first and second floors received new flooring, paint, updated office spaces and lighting to 
create a more modern and up-to-date aesthetic throughout. Additionally, three new elevators 
were installed to more efficiently service the building. A new open seating area was created in the 
northwest corner of the first floor, providing a new space for collaborative study. 
Librarians and staff in Public Services were relocated to more accessible locations on the first 
floor to better serve library patrons. Interlibrary Loan, previously located on the second floor, can 
now be found on the first floor as part of the Access Services desk. Access Services, which also 
includes circulation, received an updated floor plan with new office spaces. Research librarians and 
staff were relocated to the Learning Commons to a new office suite that includes a new research 
assistance desk. On the second floor, Technical Services and Library Technology received updated 
spaces that included the construction of new offices within the existing footprint. 
In March 2020, the University Advisement Center opened in its newly renovated, permanent 
location on the second floor. In the fall of 2020, the Center for Student Success, TRIO - Student 
Support Services Program and the Mathematics Center opened in their new spaces on the first 
floor, and the Bower Academic Center opened on the second floor. 
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Public 
Services
Public Services strives to deliver exemplary service 
as identified in University Libraries’ strategic plan. 
Responsible for providing access, instruction and 
research assistance, Public Services serves as the 


























































98 library instruction  
sessions attended by  
2,119 students
GULF COAST LIBRARY
33 library instruction 
sessions attended by  
456 students
GUNTER LIBRARY
6 library instruction 




3,510 COOK L IBRARY
1,471 GULF COAST LIBRARY
RESEARCH 
CONSULTATIONS
146 COOK L IBRARY
79 GULF COAST L IBRARY
68 GUNTER L IBRARY
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Digital Course Reserves
To better serve faculty during the COVID-19 
pandemic, Cook Library offered course 
reserves in a digital format. Course reserves 
are materials put on reserve at the request of 
faculty and set aside for a specific academic 
course or other use. Materials on reserve 
have shorter loan periods than other library 
materials to allow access for a larger number 
of students or faculty. 
Faculty were able to place requests for any 
printed material that University Libraries owns, 
and that item was then digitized and made 
available for online access for students. For 
the fall and spring semesters, over 30 faculty 
provided digital access to course reserves, 
and 117 students accessed the materials.
Graduate Student Appreciation Week 
Graduate Student Appreciation Week was started in 1993 by the National Association of Graduate-Professional 
Students as a way to support and appreciate graduate and professional students. The week seeks to emphasize the 
contributions, impact and value of graduate and professional students on campuses throughout the United States. 
During the week of April 5-9, 2021, University Libraries offered a series of virtual workshops and events to 
support graduate students on their paths to success.
MONDAY, APRIL 5 
Library Treasure Hunt 
Presented by Jamie Stanfield and  
Michele Frasier-Robinson
TUESDAY, APRIL 6 
Career Resources and  
Graduate Networking 
Presented by Allisa Beck
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7 
Stop Plagiarism: Best Practices on  
Reading and Evaluating Articles 
Presented by Tracy Englert and Justin Easterday
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7 
Gulf Coast Research Laboratory  
Ice Cream Social 
Hosted by Gunter Library and the  
Division of Coastal Sciences
THURSDAY, APRIL 8 
Finding and Evaluating 
Journals to Publish In 




When classes began in the fall of 2020, many 
students were in need of assistance to access 
courses being delivered remotely. Through 
funds provided by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief 
and Economic Security (CARES) Act and the USM 
Foundation, 180 laptops were purchased to loan 
to students to ensure a safe learning environment. 
Students were able to apply to borrow a laptop 
for the entire semester and retrieve it from Cook 
Library on the Hattiesburg campus or at the Gulf 
Coast Library on the Gulf Park campus. From 
September 2020 to June 2021, 351 laptops were 
loaned to students.
Curbside Pickup
University Libraries offered curbside pickup at 
Cook Library in Hattiesburg and the Gulf Coast 
Library in Long Beach during the fall and spring 
semesters to safely provide services for the 
campus and local communities. Faculty, staff and 
students were able to request materials online and 
pick them up without leaving their cars. 
Patrons requested their materials by logging into 
Seymour Info, selecting their item(s), and after 
clicking request, choosing the pickup location and 
date. When materials 
were ready for pickup, 
patrons were sent an 
email notification. 
Joseph Kaar joined 
the team in Access Services 
on October 22, 2020, as the 
evening circulation specialist. 
Before coming to the University, 
he was the periodicals assistant 
for The Magale Library at 
Southern Arkansas University.
University Libraries 
Partners with iTech to 
Offer Remote Access 
Computer Service
Selected computers in Cook 
Library and Gulf Coast Library were 
made available exclusively to be 
accessible remotely by University 
students, faculty and staff. 
These computers provided access 
to the same software typically installed on public computers 
in the Libraries, including GMetrix, SPSS and Office 365. 
The remote access facilitates continued use of public 
computers as a resource while maintaining social distancing 
within library buildings.
Personnel
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LibGuides Created for  
Students and Faculty  
New to Online Learning
As more students and faculty were completing coursework remotely, librarians created two new 
LibGuides to support faculty and students in this new method of teaching and learning. LibGuides are a 
content management and sharing system designed for libraries. The platform allows for easy navigation 
and instruction on core and relevant resources in a particular subject, course or assignment. 
The welcome guide for online students provided a starting point for Southern Miss' online courses and 
programs. Many of the resources available to the Southern Miss community at large are also accessible 
to online students via the Libraries' website, including e-books, journal articles, digital media and more. 
All of these tools are outlined in this guide.
A similar guide was created for faculty to bring together a variety of sources that were useful for faculty 
transitioning their courses from face-to-face to online. The guide included information to online library 
services and virtual classroom resources. 
Gunter Library Continues  
Successful Science Café Program
Gunter Library at the Gulf Coast Research Laboratory continued its successful Science Café Series with 10 virtual events 
attended by over 340 people. Joyce Shaw, head librarian at Gunter Library, has hosted the Science Café program since 
August 2011, which is sponsored by the Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consortium. 
Science Café is a national program designed to allow those from all backgrounds 
to learn about timely scientific issues in a relaxed and social setting. 
Gunter Library Continues  
Support of Local Community
Over the last year, Gunter Library at the Gulf Coast Research Laboratory, partnered with the North Bay 
Civitan Club, the Rotary Club of Ocean Springs, and the Division of Coastal Sciences to offer support to 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast. 
In November, Gunter Library served as a drop-off site for the North Bay Civitan Club 
food drive to restock the pantry at Loaves and Fishes, a soup kitchen and food pantry 
in Biloxi. On Sunday, November 22, a box of nonperishable food was delivered to the 
11th annual Gobble Wobble, the North Bay Civitan Club’s fun run and food collection 
site. Club members, volunteers and fun run participants donated over 1,000 food 
items. This was Gunter Library's fourth year to serve as a collection site for this 
project. Earlier in November, the library collected a box of food destined for The Lord 
Is My Help as part of a food drive sponsored by the Rotary Club of Ocean Springs. 
In December, Gunter Library again partnered with the North Bay Civitan Club in its service project, 
Holiday Mail for Heroes. A card station was available in Gunter Library, where patrons could create and 
decorate cards for veterans at the VA Hospital in Biloxi.
2 0 2 0 - 2 1  S C I E N C E  C A F É  P R O G R A M S
HEALTHCARE: IT JUST GOT GRAPHIC 
Jamie Stanfield, science, nursing and health librarian, Gulf Coast Library
DEEPWATER HORIZON: FROM ECOLOGICAL CATASTROPHE 
TO SCIENTIFIC OPPORTUNITY 
Dr. Frank Hernandez, professor, School of Ocean Science and Engineering 
FUNGAL FRIENDS AND FOES 
Dr. Allison Walker, associate professor of biology, Acadia University
WIND, WAVE AND WATER… WHAT IS A MARSH BIRD TO DO? 
Dr. Mark S. Woodrey, assistant research professor, Mississippi State University 
Coastal Research and Extension Center
THE CHANDELEUR ISLANDS: A DISAPPEARING  
NATURAL TREASURE 
Christian Hayes, Coastal Sciences PhD candidate, School of Ocean Science 
and Engineering
HURDLES WITH NURDLES 
Dr. Jace Tunnell, director, Mission-Aransas National Estuarine Research 
Reserve, University of Texas Marine Science Institute
MISSISSIPPI INLAND CLEANUP PROGRAM 
Jessi James, program coordinator, Mississippi Inland Cleanup Program, 
Mississippi State University Coastal Research and Extension Center
MARSH RESTORATION: IF YOU BUILD IT,  
WILL THEY COME? 
Emelia Marshall, Dauphin Island Sea Lab
MUD MICROBES AND… WHY DOES THE STUDY OF  
THE DEEP SEA MATTER? 
Dr. Leila Hamdan, associate professor, School of Ocean Science and Engineering
MARINE SEDIMENTS 
Kara Gadeken, Dauphin Island Sea Lab
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Much of the prominence and importance of University Libraries as 
a learning and research environment is derived from its special 
collections. The collections held in the McCain Library and Archives 
offer a variety of historical resources ranging from 15th century 
illuminated manuscripts, Civil War correspondence, civil rights 









MATERIALS (BOXES,  BOOKS, 
F ILES)  USED BY PATRONS
RESEARCH 
128 CUBIC FEET OF 
UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES 
RECORDS INVENTORIED
175 CUBIC FEET OF 
PRIMARY SOURCE 
MATERIAL PROCESSED
37 F INDING 








35 Historical  
Manuscripts materials
MCCAIN AND ORA JO 
MATHIS FUNDS





52 donations of 28 cubic feet of primary 
source material in Historical Manuscripts
35 cubic feet of primary source material given 
by 37 donors to de Grummond Collection
3,817 books given by 177 donors to  
the de Grummond Collection
2,296 books given by 52 donors to 
Mississippiana and Rare Books 
RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT
11 retention schedules 
covering architectural 
designs of campus projects
66 transfers from  
16 offices, totaling 22.50 
cubic feet plus 662 items
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O’KEEFE FAMILY ARCHIVE
The archive documents the family’s prominent role in the 
Gulf Coast business, political and philanthropic spheres, 
from Edward “Ned” O’Keefe’s immigration to Ocean Springs 
in the mid-1800s through successive generations. Materials 
chronicle the mainstay of the family business ventures, the 
funeral home now operating as the Bradford-O’Keefe, the 
political careers of John and Jerry O’Keefe, and the family’s 
philanthropic activities. The archive includes material on 
Jerry O’Keefe, who was a WWII ace fighter pilot and U.S. 
Navy Cross recipient, who served in the state legislature 
(1959-63) and as mayor of Biloxi (1973-81). Included are 
images of the early livery business and residences of the 
family, the legislative and political scrapbooks of Jerry O'Keefe, a scrapbook from John 
O’Keefe’s tenure as mayor of Biloxi, family scrapbooks, and various plaques, awards and 
proclamations. Digital materials include clippings, obituaries, scrapbooks, interviews, 
biographies and photographs of businesses, family members and events.
DONNE VARIORUM ARCHIVE
The collection includes the planning papers for the John 
Donne Variorum National Endowment for the Humanities 
international project conducted by Gary Stringer, a former 
professor at The University of Southern Mississippi. 
Accompanying the papers are a set of The Variorum 
Edition of the Poetry of John Donne and a complete set 
of The John Donne Journal. The archive was donated by 
Dr. Gary Stringer, who initiated the variorum project during 
his tenure at The University of Southern Mississippi and 
continued it while at Texas A&M University and  
East Carolina University.
GENE D. SAUCIER PAPERS 
Gene D. Saucier (1931-2020) was a member of 
Order of the First Families of Mississippi, and 
representative in the Mississippi State Legislature 
from 1992-2000. A cattleman and tree farmer, his 
legislative and civic roles reflected an interest 
in conservation and agriculture. Earlier in life, he 
served as a pilot in the United States Air Force, 
began a residential building business that operated 
in Hattiesburg for 10 years, and held the positions 
of director of admissions, dean of special academic 
services, and assistant to the vice president of 
business and finance at Southern Miss. Along 
with papers and three scrapbooks documenting 
his tenure in the state legislature, the collection 
includes materials on his tree farm and time at 
the University. Also included are books authored 
by his wife, Giulia L. Saucier, on her husband and 
his family, including A Mississippi First Family, The 
Sauciers from 1603-1865 and the biography, A 
Mississippi Man.
LIEUTENANT  
JOSEPH M. ZINNI 
WWII LETTERS
This collection contains approximately 100 letters 
sent from 166th Signal Corps combat photographer 
to his wife Anne from 1944-45. Zinni wrote 
nearly every day in the weeks immediately prior 
to and after the war as troops were liberating 
concentration camps. The 166th Signal Photo 
Company was known as General Patton’s  
GI Photographers, among which Zinni was  
considered one of the best. This collection  
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Processed 
Collections
Collections processed during 2020-21 represent a two-
prong approach to making Special Collections’ holdings 
accessible to researchers. Processing priorities focus upon 
both recently acquired collections and the elimination of 
long-standing backlogs.
JEFF BALFOUR COLLECTION 
A 30-year employee of the energy company Amarada 
Hess, Jeff Balfour (1922-2006), a Purvis resident, routinely 
photographed the sites to which he traveled throughout the 
state. The collection consists of these photos, in print and slide forms, 
as well as postcards that he acquired and modern prints made from turn-of-the-century negatives. The 
photography documents Mississippi railroads, small towns and rural activities that are no longer generally practiced, 
such as using ox teams to drag cut timber through pine forests, plowing with mule teams, slaughtering hogs in the 
autumn, and making syrup. The turn-of-the-century photographs are notable in the preponderance of candid, rather 
than posed, shots. Photographs include those taken at Parchman State Penitentiary when it operated as a penal farm, 
and of Hattiesburg in the 1950s with views of the downtown area, the Dixie Pines Products Company and the Mississippi 
Southern College (University of Southern Mississippi) campus. Born in Ashland and raised in Lamar, Balfour donated this 
collection in 1996. He also donated memoirs of the towns during the Great Depression and the 1940s.
CROSBY FAMILY LETTERS AND 
MISCELLANEOUS LEDGERS 
This collection consists of original letters primarily written 
by William George Crosby of Bangor, Maine, to his brother, 
Edward “Ned” Crosby of Mississippi from 1849-77. The often-
poignant correspondence begins with the search for Edward 
after several years of separation, is interrupted during the 
Civil War, and resumes in its aftermath. Topics range from 
personal economic hardships, family illnesses and old 
friends to President Andrew Johnson’s administration and 
the terms of Reconstruction. The elder Wiggins served as 
a Maine state delegate to the National Union Convention 
in Philadelphia. Also included in the collection are early 
ledgers of the Native Lumber Company, incorporated in 
1899 by L.N. Dantzler and others, and the Ten Mile Lumber 
Company incorporated in 1904 and sold to the L.N. Dantzler 
Company in 1910. The collection was donated by Nollie 
Hickman in 1989.
CHERRY BURNS COLLECTION 
Cherry Lou Fellner Burns (1926-2013) began her career in 
journalism while a sophomore at Denver University, when she 
became the youngest employee of the United Press News 
Agency office. After college, she worked as an assistant to 
columnist Frankie Foster (aka “Molly Mayfield”) at RM News and 
with the International News Service. In the spring of 1949, Burns 
bought a round-trip boat passage and set off to Europe on her 
own. Her travels took her throughout post World War II Europe, 
South America, Africa and the Middle East. During her travels, 
Burns kept journals that detail her experiences in each 
country. She also worked for the State Department’s Foreign 
Service and the United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USIS) from 1951-54. In addition to traveling the 
world, Burns also worked for the Sandia Corporation in 
Albuquerque from 1956 until 1973 and kept a number of materials 
related to her time at the nuclear facility. 
This collection contains extensive photographic and slide 
documentation, as well as Burns’ travel journals, personal writings and 
articles that reflect her witty observations. The photographs contain 
a diverse selection of images ranging from landscapes, people, 
buildings and landmarks.
Rene Serpe, a Mississippi resident and Burns’ niece, donated the 
collection in 2016.
LIONEL DYCK JR.  
103D MILITARY COLLECTION 
Lionel Dyck Jr. was working as a bookkeeper in Chicago and taking 
evening business courses at Northwestern University when the 
United States entered into World War II. A personnel placement 
form indicates that it was this background and a chronic asthmatic 
condition that destined him to serve as a clerk in the 328th Medical 
Battalion of the 103d Cactus Division. Attending officers training while 
state-side, he joined the battalion as a corporal. His hand-written 
(later typed) account chronicles his war-time experiences from the 
time he disembarked on the USS Monticello through the Ardennes-
Alsace offensive. A scrapbook likewise traces the movement of the 
collecting stations for wounded Allied forces. The support of the 
Medical Battalion in the critical Christmas Eve battles warranted a letter of commendation from Major 
General Charles C. Haffner Jr., division commander, for “its ceaseless devotion to duty and in caring 
for our men in their hour of need.” Corporal Dyck was awarded a bronze medal for his service. The 
collection was donated in 2019 by his daughter, Frances Pastuszenski.




In spring 2021, Special Collections 
introduced “What's Cookin’ in Special 
Collections,” a social media series 
produced by Jennifer Ottinger, a library 
and information science graduate student 
at Southern Miss and Special Collections’ 
guest social media content creator. 
During the fall 2020 search for Special Collections’ 
student curator program, Ottinger submitted a topic that 
explored Mississippi community cookbooks through taste 
tests, with the taste testers being her family. The topic 
stood out as being scholarly but also “light” during a very 
heavy time. Jennifer Brannock, curator of Mississippiana 
and rare books and the coordinator of the student curator 
program, decided to approach Ottinger about being a 
regular social media content contributor. 
Over the next several months, Ottinger explored her 
experiences preparing recipes from vintage cookbooks. 
These adventures in cooking included liver dumpling 
soup (a childhood favorite of hers), prune whip, melba 
toast (found in a cookbook for recipes for a bride), and 
perfection salad (a gelatin-based delight). Her family 
embraced their role as testers and often provided 
feedback on which dishes to keep in the rotation. About 
popovers prepared from the 1948 Presbyterian Cook 
Book (Booneville Presbyterian Church) Ottinger wrote, 
“They [her children] were practically fighting over them 
and hoped there were leftovers for breakfast tomorrow, 
so they could try them with honey.”
You can find her posts twice a month on the Special 
Collections’ Facebook and Instagram feeds.
Special Collections  
Receives Donation of  
World War II Materials
Special collections and archives rely on donors to build collections, and curators 
and librarians cultivate relationships with donors to provide a safe home for the 
materials and access for researchers. This process brings donors from around 
the world to Special Collections at The University of Southern Mississippi. 
For the last two years, Jennifer Brannock, curator of rare books and 
Mississippiana, has collaborated with Richard Lester, a lifelong educator, author 
of eight books, and producer of many award-winning documentaries, to help 
create an exceptional collection of books, manuscripts and photographs that 
document Nazi Germany during World War II.
Lester is no stranger to life in Mississippi. In 1982, he received a master’s 
degree in education from Southern Miss after having received his bachelor’s 
degree from The College of William and Mary. Lester was aware of Southern 
Miss’ Dale Center for the Study of War and Society, located in the School of 
the Humanities, and contacted Dr. Andrew Weist, a Southern Miss history 
professor, at the Center about his collection of World War II materials. 
Lester’s collection started with the donation of Breslauer Apokalypse 1945, 
a 10-volume series published in 1986 by Horst G. W. Gleiss documenting the World War II siege in Wroclaw, 
Poland, in 1945. The collection has grown to include books about World War II Germany, letters and photographs 
documenting the German home front during the war, and items relating to the Third Reich. Many of these items 
are the first of their kind in the United States with existing copies only found in Germany. 
The bulk of Lester’s donations are from the personal library of Armin Lehmann. As a child, Lehmann was forced 
to join the Hitler Youth, where he later went on to be one of Hitler’s last couriers. After the war, Lehmann made 
it his life mission to be a peacemaker. He spoke in over 150 countries delivering a message of compassion and 
understanding and wrote two books documenting his life. These actions caused a friction in his family, especially 
with his father who, until his death, continued to support the Nazi cause. After a 1960s family reunion, Armin 
never saw this father again. 
In addition to the materials from Armin’s personal collection, there are newspapers, photographs, 
correspondence, and Third Reich government documents given to Special Collections from Lester’s personal 
collection. Of those items are the Feldposts, letters sent through the German military mail service. To read the 
letters that were written in German, Lester worked with Wilhelm Reinhard Gehlen, the nephew of the German 
spy Reinhard Gehlen, to translate the letters. These letters, primarily written by German men and women on the 
home front during World War II, are now available in English for researchers, thanks to Lester’s forethought. They 
provide a rare glimpse into the lives of non-military residents of Germany during the war. 
Partnerships like those with Richard Lester and Jennifer Brannock are the lifeline of a special collections. Through 
these collaborations, University Libraries’ Special Collections provides access to unique and important materials 
for researchers worldwide.
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Ezra Jack Keats Book Award 
Celebrates 35th Anniversary
Celebrating its 35th anniversary with the theme of “Advancing Diversity in Children’s Literature,” 
the annual Ezra Jack Keats Award (EJK Award) honors exceptional early career authors and 
illustrators for portraying the multicultural nature of our world in the spirit of Ezra Jack Keats. 
The Ezra Jack Keats Foundation (EJK Foundation), in partnership with the de 
Grummond Children's Literature Collection at The University of Southern Mississippi 
(USM), presented the winners of the 2021 EJK Award, along with five honorees, at a 
virtual award ceremony on April 13, 2021, during the Fay B. Kaigler Children’s Book 
Festival at USM in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.
“When this award was launched 35 years ago, our goal was to encourage talented 
bookmakers and publishers to produce outstanding books that reflect children from the widest 
spectrum of ethnic backgrounds. We wanted to help create the library of the future in which children could 
see themselves and learn to identify with others. Looking back over the artists and books recognized over 
three and half decades, including our 35th anniversary winners and honorees, it is thrilling beyond words 
to see we’ve succeeded,” said Deborah Pope, executive director of the EJK Foundation.
According to Ellen Ruffin, curator of the de Grummond Children's Literature Collection, “The work of de 
Grummond has always been to promote the understanding that children’s books are an important and 
influential part of our national heritage. As co-producers of the EJK Award and the 35th anniversary we’re 
proud to support the classics of the future, books that uplift the many different children in schools and 
libraries across the country.”
Since its inception, 95 exceptional early career authors and illustrators have received EJK Awards and 
Honors for portraying the multicultural nature of our world, including renowned bookmakers Meg Medina, 
Christian Robinson, Bryan Collier and Sophie Blackall. 
2021 Ezra Jack Keats Award 
Winner for Writer
Tricia Elam Walker for 
Nana Akua Goes to School
Illustrated by April Harrison 
Published by Schwartz & Wade, an 
imprint of Penguin Random House
On winning the award, Tricia 
Elam Walker said, “My mother, a 
children’s librarian, desperately 
sought books that reflected 
the experiences of black 
people and was bereft at the 
dearth. She wanted them 
for all children because she 
believed the world would be 
a better place if our value was 
understood. When The Snowy 
Day appeared, we celebrated the warm velvety brown 
of Peter and the quiet ordinariness of the story itself. 
It didn’t shout its arrival; it preferred a measured tone, 
so readers gently learned the lessons of diversity and 
acceptance embedded in those pages. I thought of my 
mother first when I learned I won the EJK award. Thank 
you EJK Award Committee. This means that my mission 
to illuminate and celebrate difference is appreciated and 
that perhaps more children of all colors will embrace it.”
2021 Ezra Jack Keats 
Award Winner for 
Illustrator
Heidi Woodward Sheffield 
for Brick by Brick
Written by Heidi Woodward Sheffield 
Published by Nancy Paulsen Books, 
an imprint of Penguin Random House
On winning the award, Heidi 
Woodward Sheffield said, “I am 
so incredibly honored to receive 
the Ezra Jack Keats Award for 
Illustrator of Brick by Brick. To 
me, the most powerful thing 
about Keats was his belief that 
all children need and deserve 
to see themselves represented 
in books, especially at this 
moment in time. I believe the 
healing power of books to spread hope, 
encouragement and empowerment is 
more important than ever for the children 
and people of our world.”
W R I T E R  H O N O R S
Raymond Antrobus 
for Can Bears Ski? 
(illustrated by Polly 
Dunbar, published by 
Candlewick Press)
I L L U S T R AT O R  H O N O R S
Steve Small for I'm Sticking 
with You (written by Smriti 
Prasadam-Halls, published by 
Henry Holt and Company, an 
imprint of Macmillan)
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• Rita Auerback, chair, librarian and advocate of 
diverse children’s literature
• Jenny Brown, senior editor, “Shelf Awareness”
• Pat Cummings, author/illustrator, teacher  
and mentor
• Carmen Agra Deedy, author and storyteller
• Claudette McLinn, executive director, Center for 
the Study of Multicultural Children’s Literature
• Chris Raschka, author/illustrator 
• Melissa Sweet, author/illustrator
• Vaunda Nelson, author and youth  
services librarian
• Deb Taylor, librarian and 2022 EJK selection 
committee chair
• Ellen Ruffin, curator, de Grummond Children’s 
Literature Collection, ex-officio member
The Ezra Jack Keats Award (for illustration, writing, and honors in both categories) was established to 
recognize and encourage emerging talent in the field of children’s books. A distinguished selection 
committee of children’s literature and early childhood education specialists, librarians, authors 
and illustrators review the entries, seeking engaging books that portray the universal qualities of 
childhood, a strong and supportive family, and the multicultural nature of our world.
2021 Ezra Jack Keats Award Honor Winners
Jarrett and Jerome 
Pumphrey for The Old 
Truck (illustrated by Jarrett 
and Jerome Pumphrey, 
published by Norton Young 
Readers, an imprint of W.W. 
Norton & Company)
Victoria Tentler-Krylov 
for Cyclops of Central 
Park (written by Madelyn 
Rosenberg, published 
by G.P. Putnam's Sons 
Books for Young Readers, 
an imprint of Penguin 
Random House)
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Digital Research Topics
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the need to find online resources was greater than ever. To meet the needs of our 
students and researchers, staff in Special Collections and Digital Collections compiled a selection of resources to 
jumpstart the research process.
Selected topics include civil rights and the 
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, World 
War II, ABC books and primers, and voter 
registration and poll taxes. Materials are 
divided by subject and allow students to see 
the materials as a whole and not an individual 
item. Materials can also be searched by 
collection, including Mississippiana,  
de Grummond and University Archives.




The first book-length project on the collection, A de 
Grummond Primer: Highlights of the Children's Literature 
Collection, provides a history of de Grummond’s work and 
an introduction to major topics in the field of children’s 
literature. With more than 90 full-color images, it highlights 
particular strengths of the archive, including extensive 
holdings of fairy tales, series books, 19-century periodicals, 
Golden Age illustrated books, Mississippi and Southern 
children’s literature, nonfiction, African American children’s 
literature, contemporary children’s and young adult authors and illustrators, and more. The book includes contributions 
from literature and information science scholars, historians, librarians and archivists—all noted experts on children’s 




Each year, Special Collections sponsors the student 
curator program, where three students are selected 
to curate one-case exhibits featuring materials from 
the collections. Now in its sixth year, students are 
able to learn valuable information, such as how to 
select items for display, install the materials, write 
labels and exhibit text, and publicize the exhibit. The 
exhibits are displayed in the Cleanth Brooks Reading 
Room in McCain Library and Archives throughout the 
summer, fall and spring semesters.  
THIS YEAR’S EXHIBITS FEATURE THE WORK OF TWO ENGLISH GRADUATE STUDENTS AND 
A GRADUATE STUDENT IN LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE. 
Story and Art: Representation in the Work of Ezra Jack Keats  
Curated by Rachael Fowler, English doctoral student 
The exhibit explores the intersection of text, image and activism. An original watercolor and collage illustration from the 
children’s book, A Letter to Amy, a newspaper article documenting minority students’ reactions to an African American 
protagonist in the 1960s, and several of Keats’ actual paint bottles, brushes and other tools are featured in the exhibit. 
Ultimately, the exhibit seeks to highlight the positive change that can occur when writers and artists give voice to 
underrepresented populations and take risks with their artistic craft. 
That Lavender World of Anarchy: The Literary and Queer Cultural Production of Carl Corley  
Curated by Jack Hoda, graduate student in English literature 
The exhibit explores the unique life and authorial voice of Carl Corley, a queer pulp fiction author from Mississippi. 
Queer pulp fiction is born of the 1960s and ‘70s boom in erotic paperback distribution within the United States. These 
narratives largely center around urban characters and settings; however, Corley stands out as a voice of the Deep 
South, presenting narrators born of Mississippi and embedded in the rural South. This exhibit features 22 of Corley’s 
novels and one short story that embody both Corley’s illustrative style and the wide range of queer themes he explores 
within the pastoral Southern context. 
Making History: The Women of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP) 
Curated by Cindy Matthews, Master of Library and Information Science student and public library director 
The exhibit profiles three women leaders of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party: Annie Devine, Victoria Gray 
Adams and Fannie Lou Hamer. These women rose to greatness from humble beginnings and were integral in advancing 
the cause of civil rights and African American voter registration in Mississippi and around the United States. This exhibit 
includes photographs, letters, political memorabilia, a song sheet and other documents detailing how Devine, Adams 
and Hamer defied violent opposition to their efforts for equality and became legendary crusaders who changed our 
country forever.
A de Grummond Primer: Highlights  
of the Children's Literature Collection 
is edited by Ellen Ruffin, curator 
of the de Grummond Children’s 
Literature Collection; Eric Tribunella, 
professor of English in the University’s 
College of Arts and Sciences; and 
Carolyn Brown, author and editor.
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University Libraries’ Technology department oversees all 
technological systems and solutions throughout the Libraries. 
Ranging from the website to the catalog, technology is integrated 
into every job and every department, and technology staff 
implement and troubleshoot these aspects, serving every 
member of University Libraries and its patrons.
Open Access 2020: The Importance  
of Open During a Pandemic
In October 2020, University Libraries celebrated Open Access Month, which takes 
its inspiration from the international Open Access Week held at the end of October 
each year. This year’s events were held virtually and focused on the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on open access. 
Library 
Technology Research on the Front Lines: 
Open Access and COVID-19
P R E S E N T E R S
Dr. Fengwei Bai, associate professor, School of 
Biological, Environmental and Earth Sciences
Dr. Stephanie Parks, assistant professor,  
School of Leadership and Advanced Nursing Practice
Dr. Anna Porter, assistant professor,  
School of Health Professions
During the COVID-19 pandemic, healthcare 
providers and other decision makers need 
quick, easy access to the latest research in 
order to adjust their response to the pandemic 
appropriately. In this session, University faculty 
shared the work they are doing, how it can help 
those on the front lines, how the research timeline 
has adjusted to accommodate the need for quick 
access to research, and how open access can 
contribute to making these research findings as 
widely available as possible.
(Social) Distance Education: 
Open Access and Educational 
Materials During a Pandemic
P R E S E N T E R S
Dr. Sam Bruton, professor, School of Humanities  
and director, Office of Research Integrity
Dr. Jennifer Courts, associate professor,  
School of Performing and Visual Arts
Dr. Jeremy Scott, assistant teaching professor,  
School of Mathematics and Natural Sciences
In the best of times, textbook availability and 
affordability can be a challenge for many students, 
and these difficulties have been even further 
exacerbated during the current pandemic. This 
session introduced three different approaches 
to implementing open educational resources 
from some of this year’s Open Textbook Initiative 
recipients and explained how open textbooks are 
well-suited to handle the challenges presented 
during a global pandemic.
Paywalls and Pandemics: Scholarship, Open Access, and the 
Challenge of COVID-19
PA N E L I S T S
Damayanti Chakravarty, graduate assistant,  
School of Biological, Environmental and Earth Sciences
Raymond Jones, graduate assistant, School of  
Kinesiology and Nutrition
LuAnn Knight-Crenshaw, graduate assistant,  
School of Education
Ryan Liu-Pham, graduate assistant, School of Psychology
Denise Williams, graduate assistant, School of Education
A panel of graduate researchers discussed some 
of the approaches they have taken for their own 
research and examined how open access can 
assist researchers at every level. The panel also 
took a brief look at some tools that can help 
researchers find the scholarly content they need 
for their own work.
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2020 Open Textbook  
Initiative Recipients
University Libraries, in partnership with the Office of the Provost, announced the recipients of the 2020 
Open Textbook Initiative. The Open Textbook Initiative is a program to support faculty in replacing traditional 
commercial textbooks with academically equivalent alternatives that are available at no cost to students. 
The completed open textbooks were implemented in the classroom beginning in the fall 2021 semester. 
The following faculty were selected to develop open educational resources for the listed courses:
• Ms. Emily Bes, School of Health Professions: DPH 430
• Dr. Matthew Casey, School of Humanities: HIS 310
• Dr. Elif Filiz, School of Social Science and Global Studies: ECO 450
• Dr. Christopher Foley, School of Humanities: ENG 350
Recipients were chosen after completing applications for the program during the fall 2020 semester.
FROM JULY 2020 TO JUNE 2021,  
AQUILA HAD 883,615  DOWNLOADS 
FROM 228  COUNTRIES AND INCLUDED:
891  ORGANIZATIONAL DOCUMENTS 
296,568  D ISSERTATIONS
29,176  DOCTORAL PROJECTS
33,230  FACULTY PUBLICATIONS
204,494  HONORS THESES
202,624  JOURNAL/PERIODICAL ARTICLES
2,613  PRESENTATIONS
98,655  MASTER'S THESES
3,891  OPEN TEXTBOOKS
446  DATASETS
11,027  MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS
Southern Miss Institutional 
Repository Conference
For the second year in a row, the Southern Miss 
Institutional Repository Conference (SMIRC) was 
held in a virtual format. Over 200 individuals from 
around the United States attended the conference 
held on April 29 and 30. Sarah Rouhi, director of 
strategic partnerships at the Public Library of Science, 
delivered the keynote address. The conference also featured a panel 
discussion with librarians from the University of Georgia Law Library, poster 
presentations, lightning talks, and concurrent sessions led by library and 
institutional repository (IR) professionals from across the country. 
SMIRC is an opportunity for IR managers to come together and learn  
about new ideas and strategies that their colleagues are using at their 
institutions to meet the needs of their faculty, staff and students. It is also  
a chance for institutions that do not currently have an IR to discover the 
benefits that an IR can offer in terms of promoting the scholarship and 
research of their universities. 
Library Services Platform
No system is more integral to the functionality of the Libraries than the 
centralized library service platform (LSP), Alma. During the year, staff 
oversaw the integration of many custom configurations and implementation 
of several products. Included were new configurations for automation of 
electronic resource usage statistics, a work order process for the Digital 
Lab designed to provide material availability to the end user in Seymour 
Info, order automation for the Libraries' Acquisitions department, a LibChat 
widget for Seymour Info, and made available Cloud Apps, which allows 
numerous expansions to Alma functionality.
During the year, several implementations were completed, most notably with 
the resource sharing services Tipasa and RapidILL. RapidILL allows interlibrary 
loan users to source a number of digital or electronic resource types within 
24 hours or less. Tipasa is the next generation of Online Computer Library 
Center’s (OCLC) interlibrary loan management system. This implementation 
allows for a number of integrations with services such as RapidILL and Alma.
AQUILA HAD 1,316 
UPLOADS THAT INCLUDED: 
45  ORGANIZATIONAL DOCUMENTS 
102  D ISSERTATIONS
32  DOCTORAL PROJECTS
699  FACULTY PUBLICATIONS
111  HONORS THESES
71  JOURNAL/PERIODICAL ARTICLES
131  PRESENTATIONS
70  MASTER'S THESES
2  OPEN TEXTBOOKS
2  DATASETS
51  MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS
Aquila
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Digital Collections
Digital Collections digitizes, provides access, and digitally preserves resources owned by the University. The Digital 
Collections website includes items from Special Collections, the Center for Oral History and Cultural Heritage, and 
the University’s Gallery of Art and Design 
permanent collection. Additionally, digital 
preservation services are provided for 
these and other entities across campus.
Mississippi 
Digital Library
The Mississippi Digital Library (MDL) 
celebrated the sixth annual Cultural 
Heritage Digitization Award with 
the Singing River Genealogy and 
Local History Library. The Brenda 
Brentz Heisch Papers showcase the 
geographical differences in social 
norms, post-WWII living conditions, and 
prejudices for one family uprooting from 
Germany to Escatawpa, Miss., through 
the letters, photographs and ephemera.
MDL is also partnering with the University and the 
Mississippi Department of Archives and History to 
transcribe and provide access to 20,000 letters, military 
telegrams and official communications as part of the 
Civil War and Reconstruction Governors of Mississippi 
(CWRGM) project. The first collection, Governor Pettus' 
papers, documents the correspondence between 
Mississippi residents and government officials, as well 
as their reactions to the secession, Confederacy, military 
invasions, abolitionist movement and post-war transition.
Due to the pandemic, staff focused on new ways to work with 
partners remotely. Grants were also reimagined with new 
deliverables and outcomes. 
2,958 hours on 







2,008 hours on 







Several major projects from 
the past year include the 
continued digitization of Special 
Collections’ cookbook collection, 
the Southern Miss Athletics audio 
and video recordings, as well as 
working during a pandemic and 
a building renovation. 
In 2020-21, Digital Collections 
launched a website redesign with 
enhanced searching features, digital 
research topics in collaboration with 
Special Collections, and full transcripts 
for thousands of pages.
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Technical Services aim to keep the collections vital and current 
by acquiring and providing optimal access to all types of library 
materials in a complex and ever-changing environment. Technical 
Services works to maintain the physical and electronic collections, 
online catalog, link resolver, e-resource discovery systems, and 
numerous finding tools for Special and Digital Collections. 
Acquisitions
Over the past year, the librarians and staff in Acquisitions have successfully implemented a new 
ordering process that improved efficiency and accuracy in ordering. With the help of the cataloging 
librarians and staff, they also refined a new shelf-ready program that allows commonly purchased library 
materials to get to the shelves quicker. 
Acquisitions is responsible for the ordering and receiving of library material 
purchases, including the purchasing of materials in all formats, which is a 
vital aspect of the work the library does, as well as serving the University 
community. Faculty and staff work directly with subject liaison librarians to 
gather material ordering information, make purchases, and receive and verify 
that the correct materials arrive for addition to the library collections.
Cataloging
University Libraries’ cataloging unit is responsible for 
providing access to print-based materials via the creation and 
editing of descriptive metadata. The work of this department is 
seen electronically through the library catalog, Seymour Info, 
as well as the library’s shelves. 
During 2020-21, faculty and staff cataloged library materials 
for the general library collections and for Special Collections. 
Some items of special note are the unit’s work providing 
access to the University’s music score collections, cataloging 
of unique cookbooks, the addition of materials to both the de 
Grummond Children’s Literature Collection, and the Ezra Jack 
Keats Award collections, and many others.
Technical 
Services
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Preservation
The University Libraries’ preservation unit 
is responsible for repair, maintenance 
and general upkeep of the library 
physical collections. This important work 
allows the Libraries’ collections to remain 
in good condition and usable by library 
patrons. During 2020-21, approximately 
1,250 items were repaired and returned 
to library shelves. 
Diana Simpson joined 
Technical Services in February 2021 
as a catalog librarian. Prior to arriving 
at the University, Diana worked at the 
Alma Public Library (Alma, MI) as a 
cataloging/technical services librarian.
Melissa Brooks joined 
Technical Services in March 2021 
as the head of Technical Services. 
Melissa comes to the University from 
Pennsylvania. Melissa previously 
worked at Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania (Indiana, PA), West 
Virginia University (Morgantown, 
WV), and Morehead State University 
(Morehead, KY). 
Personnel






Gulf Coast Library 
RETIRED JUNE 30, 2021
Awards, Presentations, Publications
Hali Black
A W A R D S
Faculty Fellow for 2021/2022 ACUE Faculty Development 
Institute's Effective Teaching Practices, Presented by 
Center for Faculty Development and Association of 
College and University Educators
P R E S E N TAT I O N S
Black, H. (2020, October). The Library as a Partner for 
Outreach, Recruitment, and Support of Transfer Students. 
National Conference on Students in Transition. Virtual. 
Black, H. (2020, October). Getting Started with UDL: A 
Librarian’s Guide. Mississippi Library Association Annual 
Conference. Virtual. 
Black, H. (2021, April). The Library as a Partner for 
Transfer Student Success: Supporting Students in 
Transition. Association of College and Research Libraries, 
ACRL. Virtual.
P U B L I C AT I O N S 
Black, H. (2021). Book Review: Gay Faulkner: Uncovering 
a Homosexual Presence in Yoknapatawpha and Beyond 
by Phillip Gordon. (1st ed., vol. 84, pp. 17-18). Mississippi 
Library Association.
Black, H. (2021). Book Review: Yoga and Meditation at 
the Library: A Practical Guide for Librarians by Jenn 
Carson. Monographic Musings and Reference Reviews 
(1st ed., vol. 33). ATG Media.
P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E
First Year Writing Textbook Committee
Covid-19 Planning- Specialized Class Activities Committee
News Reporter/Editor for Mississippi Libraries
Chair, Public Relations and Marketing Committee, 
Southeastern Library Association 
Conference Proposal Reviewer for the Annual 
Conference on the First-Year Experience
Retirees
Carla Carlson
Historical Manuscripts Assistant 
Curator, Special Collections 
RETIRED MAY 31, 2021
Linda Ginn
Catalog Librarian  
Cook Library 
RETIRED JUNE 30, 2021
Barbara Griffith
Access Services Manager  
Gulf Coast Library 
RETIRED JUNE 20, 2021
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Jennifer Brannock
A W A R D S
Society of American Archivists Foundation Travel 
Award, Awarded by the Society of American Archivists 
Foundation, (free conference registration - $149)
P R E S E N TAT I O N S
Brannock, J. (2021, April). Digital Humanities, the 
Archive, and Transcription [panelist]. Digital Lagniappe 
Conference, Online. (Invited)
Brannock, J.; Ottinger, J. (2021, April). Keeping Archives 
on the Front Burner through Social Media. Society of 
Mississippi Archivists Annual Conference, Online. 
Brannock, J.; Johnson, G.; Jones, V.; Perkins-Smith, J. 
(2020, October). Why the Heck Do Y’all Have That?!: 
Unusual Items in Archives and the Stories Behind Them. 
Mississippi Library Association Annual Conference, Online. 
Brannock, J.; Bartlett, J.; Haight, L.; Hough, B. (2020, 
October). Only So Much Time in the Day: Time 
Management Strategies for Success. Georgia Library 
Association/Southeastern Library Association Joint 
Annual Conference, Online. (invited)
Brannock, J. (2021, March). What Can You Do with a 
History Degree? [panelist]. Phi Alpha Theta, Online. 
(invited)
Brannock, J.; Haley, A.P. (2020, December). Mississippi’s 
Virtual Picnic: The Culinary Collection at Southern Miss 
and You. Singing River Genealogy and Local History 
Library, Online. (invited)
Brannock, J. (2020, November). Getting to Know 
Hattiesburg through Historical Documents. Columbus-
Lowndes Public Library System, Online. 
Brannock, J.; Haley, A.P. (2020, September). 
Communities, Cookbooks, and Columbus: Local History 
Comes to Dinner. Columbus-Lowndes Public Library 
System, Online. 
Brannock, J. (2020, October). Aliens, Cults, and a 
Shirtless Abraham Lincoln: Weird Stuff Found in Special 
Collections at Southern Miss. Mississippi Library 
Commission, Online. (invited).
P U B L I C AT I O N S 
Brannock, J.; Haley, A. Children’s Nonfiction. A de 
Grummond Primer: Highlights of the Children’s 
Literature Collection. Edited by Carolyn Brown, Ellen 
Ruffin, and Eric Tribunella. Jackson, MS: University Press 
of Mississippi, 2020.
P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E
Member, Faculty Senate, The University of Southern 
Mississippi
Judge, Mississippi History Day
Mailing List Moderator, Society of Mississippi Archivists
Co-Chair, Research and User Services Association (ALA) 
Historical Materials Committee
Conference Volunteer, Teaching with Primary Sources 
Working Group (RBMS/SAA) Unconference
Jessica Clark
P R E S E N TAT I O N
Clark, J. (2020, August). Copyright and Instruction: 
What Faculty Need to Know. Faculty First Week. 
Hattiesburg, MS.
Josh Cromwell
P R E S E N TAT I O N S
Cromwell, J. (2020, September). Self-Driving ETDs: 
Developing an ETD Program that Runs Itself. USETDA 
2020 Virtual Town Hall Meeting, Online.
Cromwell, J. (2020, October). Change of Plans: 
Strategies for Successfully Shifting In-Person Events to 
Online Environments. Mississippi Library Association 
2020 Annual Conference, Online.
Cromwell, J. (2021, May). Open Access(ibility): 
Collaborating with Editors to Ensure Accessible Content. 
2021 Library Publishing Forum, Online.
Cromwell, J. and Vance, J. (2021, May). Think Outside the 
Download: Growing IR Collections to Make Data-Driven 
Decisions. 2021 Digital Commons Southeastern User 
Group Meeting. Online.
Justin Easterday
P R E S E N TAT I O N S
Easterday, J. (2021, January). Creating Accessible Library 
Instruction for Today’s Virtual Learners. Atmospheric 
Science Librarians International 2021 Conference.
Easterday, J. (2021, May). Plagiarism and Academic 
Integrity LibGuide and Resources. 2021 SAIL/Cyamus 
Joint Virtual Conference.
P U B L I C AT I O N S 
Easterday, J. (2021). Book Review: Between 
Remembrance and Repair: Commemorating Racial 
Violence in Philadelphia, Mississippi by Claire Whitlinger. 
(Mississippi Libraries, 3(83), 58-59).
Tracy Englert
P U B L I C AT I O N S 
Englert, T. (2020). Collaborating on Science Programming 
Libraries and Nonprofits: Collaboration for the Public 
Good (pp. 123-129). Sacramento, CA: Library Juice Press. 
John Eye
P R E S E N TAT I O N S
Eye, J. G. (2020, October). Exploring Copyright Misuse 
as a Defense for Infringement. Mississippi Library 
Association Annual Conference, (virtual presentation).
Eye, J. G. (2020, September). Resisting the Pull of 
Copyright Misuse in an Educational Setting. Amigos 
Online Conference. 
P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E
Peer Reviewer, Journal of Academic Librarianship
Michele Frasier-Robinson
G R A N T S  /  S C H O L A R S H I P S
Frasier-Robinson, M. (Co-PI), Stanfield, J. (Co-PI), and 
Zelner, T. (Co-PI). “Payne Foundation Residency in 
Library Public Services,” Awarded by Jimmy A. Payne 
Foundation, $33,000. 
P R E S E N TAT I O N S
Cromwell, J., Frasier-Robinson, M., McCardle, E., Malone, 
L., Thompson, A., and Vera, M. (2020, September). 
The ABCs of OER: An Overview of Open Educational 
Resources. USM Center for Faculty Development. 
Hattiesburg, MS.
Black, H., Mangrum, S., New, K., Frasier-Robinson, 
M., Phillips, N., and Englert, T. (2020, August). Library 
Services and Resources for Faculty. USM Center for 
Faculty Development. Hattiesburg, MS. 
Cromwell, J., Frasier-Robinson, M., and McCardle, E. 
(2020, June). Best Practices for Working with E-books 
and Textbook Company Resources. USM Center for 
Faculty Development. Hattiesburg, MS. 
Brandon Schmid
P R E S E N TAT I O N S
Schmid, Brandon. (2021, April). Gaming, Artificial 
Intelligence, and Virtual Reality. Association of Office 
Professionals Workshop. Long Beach, MS.
Schmid, Brandon. (2021, May). Concepts of Artificial 
Intelligence. Infinity Grand Reopening. Pearlington, MS.
Joyce Shaw
A W A R D S
Gulf Coast Women 100 Successful Women to Know 2021
P R E S E N TAT I O N S
Shaw, J. 2020. (October 2020) The Gunter Library - 
Our History, Our Future. USM Association of Office 
Professionals, Long Beach, MS (virtual presentation).
Shaw, J. M. (October 2020). Gulf Coast Research 
Laboratory and Mississippi Alabama Sea Grant 
Consortium: Research and Sustainability Resulting 
from the Deep-Water Horizon Oil Spill—10 Years Later. 
Mississippi Library Association Annual Conference, 
(virtual presentation).
Stanfield, J. and J. M. Shaw. (January 2021). Strengthening 
Engagement with Graphic Novels: Climate Change, 
Clean Energy, and the World. 24th Atmospheric Science 
Librarians International Conference, (virtual presentation).
38 39F A C U L T Y  A N D  S T A F F  H I G H L I G H T S F A C U L T Y  A N D  S T A F F  H I G H L I G H T S
Shaw, J. M. and T. Zelner. (April 2021). It’s a Jungle Out 
There! Hunting for the Library Job. Southeastern Library 
Association New Members Round Table Brown Bag 
Lunch. (invited virtual panel discussion).
Stanfield, J. and J. M. Shaw. (May 2021). Strengthening 
Engagement with Graphic Novels: Oceans, Rivers, Rising 
Sea Levels, Climate Change, and the Water World. SAIL/
Cyamus Joint Conference (virtual lightning talk/poster). 
P U B L I C AT I O N S
Shaw, J. 2021. SAIL/Cyamus Joint Annual Conference 
Report. Mississippi Libraries, 84(2) Summer 2021,  
pp. 25-27.
P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E
American Association of University Professors,  
USM Chapter
Atmospheric Science Librarians International, 2021
Special Libraries Section Chair, Mississippi  
Library Association
Diana Simpson
P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E
Nina Bell Suggs Endowed Scholarship Selection 
Committee
Jamie Stanfield
A W A R D S
Outstanding Achievement Award, MS Library Association. 
(October 14, 2020)
Past President's Award, MS Library Association. (October 
14, 2020).
G R A N T S
Stanfield, J. K. (PI), "Politics of Yellow Fever in Alexander 
Hamilton’s America," Sponsored by National Institute 
of Health and National Library of Medicine, Federal 
Travelling Exhibit, (November 2020-Present).
Thomas, J. W. (COPI), Mangrum, S. (COPI), Stanfield, J. 
K. (COPI), "Will Eisner Graphic Novel Grants for Libraries 
Application," Sponsored by American Library Association, 
Foundation, $7,000. (May 2021 - Present).
Stanfield, J. (Co-PI), Frasier-Robinson, M. (Co-PI), and 
Zelner, T. (Co-PI). “Payne Foundation Residency in 
Library Public Services,” Awarded by Jimmy A. Payne 
Foundation, $33,000. 
P R E S E N TAT I O N S
Stanfield, J. and J. M. Shaw. (May 2021). Strengthening 
Engagement with Graphic Novels: Oceans, Rivers, Rising 
Sea Levels, Climate Change, and the Water World. SAIL/
Cyamus Joint Conference (virtual lightning talk/poster). 
Stanfield, J. K. and Beck, A. (May 2021). Let's Get Graphic: 
Collecting, Showcasing and Using Graphic Novels in 
Libraries and Higher Education. Maryland/Delaware 
Library Association Conference 2021. (Invited)
Stanfield, J.K., Shaw, J. M., and T. Zelner. (April 2021). 
It’s a Jungle Out There! Hunting for the Library Job. 
Southeastern Library Association New Members Round 
Table Brown Bag Lunch. (invited virtual panel discussion).
Stanfield, J. K. (February 2021). Collection  
Development: Atmospheric Science, Atmospheric 
Science Librarians International. Atmospheric Science 
Librarianship 101. (Invited).
Stanfield, J. K. (February 2021). Comics and COVID: Going 
Viral. University of Southern Mississippi Association of 
Office Professionals. (Invited).
Stanfield, J. K. and Shaw, J. (January 2021). Strengthening 
Engagement with Graphic Novels: Climate Change, 
Clean Energy and the World. American Meteorological 
Society's 24th Conference of Atmospheric Science 
Librarians International. (Accepted).
Stanfield, J. K. (October 2020). War! It Just Got Graphic. 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, The University of 
Southern Mississippi. (Invited).
Stanfield, J. K. (October 2020). Puppy Problems: Live 
Discussion with National Author Paige Braddock. MS 
Library Association Virtual Conference 2020. (Accepted).
Stanfield, J. K., Minter, E., Zimmerer, D., and Berryhill, H. 
(October 2020). Games and Graphic Novel Round  
Table Panel. MS Library Association Virtual Conference 
2020. (Invited).
Stanfield, J. K. and Beck, A. (October 2020). Let’s Get 
Graphic: Collecting, Showcasing and Using Graphic 
Novels in Libraries and Higher Education. Southeastern 
Library Association and Georgia Library Association 
2020 Conference. (Accepted).
Stanfield, J. K. and Ullendorf, J. (September 2020). Virtual 
Scavenger Hunt with the Library. Gulf Park Campus 
Welcome Week. (Invited).
Stanfield, J. K., Easterday, J. M., Griffith, B., and Ullendorf, 
J. (August 2020). Academic Success with the Library and 
ASC. Gulf Park Virtual Fall 2020 Student Orientation, The 
University of Southern Mississippi. (Invited).
Stanfield, J. K. (July 2020). Healthcare for Gen Z! It Just 
Got Graphic! University of South Alabama. (Invited).
Stanfield, J. K. (July 2020). Healthcare! It Just Got Graphic. 
Science Café, Gunter Library, Gulf Coast Research 
Laboratory and Marine Education Center. (Invited).
Stanfield, J. K. (July 2020). Medical Education Through 
Graphic Novels. University of South Alabama. (Invited).
P U B L I C AT I O N S
Stanfield, J. K. (2020). Desegregating Dixie: The Catholic 
Church in the South and Desegregation, 1945-1992  
(2nd ed., vol. 83, pp. 29). Long Beach: Mississippi  
Library Association.
P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E
Secretary, Southeastern Library Association, New 
Members Round Table, June 2020 – Present 
Treasurer, Atmospheric Science Librarians International, 
March 2021-Present 
Lorraine Stuart 
P R E S E N TAT I O N S
Stuart, L. (May 2021). Regional Archival Organizations: 
Structure and Initiatives, "An Overview of the Society of 
Mississippi Archivists," Regional Archival Associations 
Consortium, Online. (Invited).
Stuart, L. (October 2020). An Overview of Special 
Collections. University Libraries Personnel Development 
Committee, Online. Hattiesburg, MS. (Invited).
P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E
Public Awareness Committee/Regional Archival 
Association Consortium, November 2020 - Present 
Board of Directors, Society of Mississippi Archivists,  
2019-21
Tisha Zelner
G R A N T S  /  S C H O L A R S H I P S
Zelner, T (Co-PI)., Frasier-Robinson, M. (Co-PI), and 
Stanfield, J. (Co-PI) “Payne Foundation Residency in 
Library Public Services,” Awarded by Jimmy A. Payne 
Foundation, $33,000. 
P R E S E N TAT I O N S
Zelner, T., Shaw, J., and Stanfield, J. (April 2021). It’s 
a Jungle Out There! Hunting for the Library Job. 
Southeastern Library Association New Members Round 
Table Brown Bag Lunch. Savannah, GA.
P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E
Chair, Mississippi Library Association  
Nominating Committee
Mississippi Library Association Scholarship Committee
USM Center for Faculty Development Advisory Board
USM Council of Directors
USM COVID-19 Planning: Other Academic  
Functions Committee
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University Libraries
LIB.USM.EDU
118 COLLEGE DRIVE #5053 
HATTIESBURG, MS 39406
601.266.4250
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